
Warehouse Circus Annual General Meeting 

Minutes of Meeting on 16 May 2019 

Present:  The list from the sign-in sheet.  Separately list and name  those who gave proxies 

Apologies:  (there were none at the meeting but Aleshia might have got some by SMS or email) 

Acknowledgement to Country:  We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land on which I work 

and live, and recognise their continuing connection to land, water and community. WeI pay respect to 

Elders past, present and emerging. 

Minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting on 23 May 2018 were confirmed. 

President’s Report:  Sean Sullivan, President, spoke to his report tabled at the meeting.  On behalf of 

the Board he acknowledged the contribution made by the outgoing president, Roma Rosette, from May 

2016 to March 2019. 

The President also acknowledged the incredible staff at Warehouse Circus and the leadership of the 

Executive Director, Aleshia Johnson.  Work in a not for profit organization, especially one having rapid 

growth makes demands on staff but the success of the artist project, Circus for Life Festival indicates 

what the team can achieve.  The short video, Social Perspectives, produced by Missao Mundo, was 

shown at the meeting. 

The President thanked members and donors for continued support. He highlighted the continued 

support for another two years from the ACT Government through: 

• Operational funding from ArtsACT’s Key Arts Organisation Funding; 

• Operational funding from Community Services Directorate’s Community Development program; 

and  

• ACT Health’s Healthy Canberra Grants program support for delivery of the Warehouse Circus’s 

Spin Out program in schools. 

Warehouse Circus has the potential for a good year leading up to its 30th Anniversary with opportunities, 

challenges and continued growth. 

It was agreed to accept the President’s report.  Moved by Karla Conway 

      Seconded by Michael Davidson 

Treasurer’s report : The Treasurer spoke to her report tabled at the meeting.  2018 had been a difficult 

year for Warehouse Circus resulting in a loss of $56,266. This loss is manageable because of unplanned 

expenses unlikely to be repeated and because the orgaisation maintained an asset to liability ratio of 2:1 

in line with the ArtsACT guidance for Key Arts Organisations and a cash reserve of 14% which is over the 

10%recommended by ArtsACT guidance for Key Arts Organisations. 



The income is now 74% self-generated and the ArtsACT has been extended for two years. 

In 2018 Warehouse Circus’s income increased by 16 % across self-generated income and grant funding. 

The focus for 2019 will be the consolidation following the expansion to ensure the long-tern financial 

sustainability of Warehouse Circus. 

It was agreed to accept the Treasurer’s report. Moved by Sean Sullivan 

      Seconded by Heather Nicol 

Executive Director’s report:  The Executive Director tabled a comprehensive report highlighting: 

• Spin Out program extended to Malkara and Cranleigh as well as Black Mountain and Woden 

schools supported by an Act Health Department Healthy Canberra grant until July 2021; 

• Core programs offered at UC High School Kaleen have grown to 19; 

• Course material for year 11 and 12 has been submitted for consideration by the Board of 

Secondary Studies; 

• The circus for Life Festival for Life successfully ran from 8th to 24th November featuring new 

Youth, Arts Knowledge (YAK) Labs, the major production, Journeys in my Hat, and UnchARTed 

Territory Showcase; 

• Participation in programs was above expectation with 3,279 enrolments in 2018. Jump Start, in 

partnership with Namadgi School,  for young people with, or at risk of, statuary involvement; 

and 

• The fantastic contribution from Warehouse Circus staff and supporters. 

 Election of Board and Officers:  Current officers and members were re-elected unopposed: 

The President  Sean Sullivan, 

The Vice President Michael Davidson,  

The Treasurer  Melinda Gabriel,   

The Secretary  Joan Ross 

Members  Karla Conway, 

   Vanessa McBride, and 

   Heather Nicol.  

Anthony Overs was elected unopposed to the Board. 

Meeting closed. 


